
T H E  C H I L D R E N  

In Bulgaria, children are cared for in orphanages, in centers of familial type (with groups of up to 
15 children), or in foster families. Special care is taken to keep sibling groups together. School-
aged children attend local schools, and in case of need, participate in individual education 
programs.  

Bulgaria has a highly professional social services system, in which children receive care from a 
team including medical specialists, child psychologists, and social workers. Children are educated 
about the adoption process in an age-appropriate and developmentally-appropriate manner, and 
are well prepared to meet their adoptive families. 

T H E  P R O G R A M  

Carolina Adoption Services works in partnership with two Bulgarian NGOs: Happy Child 
Association and Family National Association. Our partner agencies provide files of waiting 
children on a regular basis. These children are featured on our Waiting Child photolisting. Our 
Bulgaria program offers families the option to identify a waiting child from our photolistng once 
their home study is completed or submit a dossier to Bulgaria to be matched with a referral.    

T H E  P R O C E S S  

When a familyΩs dossier is submitted, it will be translated into Bulgarian and presented to the 
Ministry of Justice (MOJ), the countryΩs central adoption authority. The MOJ will approve a 
waiting child match or identify a referral. Adoptive families will travel for a bonding trip within 2 
months of receiving a referral. Acceptance paperwork is processed at the end of the first trip.  

In between trips, paperwork is presented to the MOJ for approval and then presented to the 
court. Once the adoption is final, the family will make the second trip to Bulgaria.  Both parents 
are expected to travel on the first trip.  Only one parent must travel on the second trip.  Parents 
are met at the airport by an in-country representative and are escorted throughout their trips.   

Bulgaria 18 months and older at time of 

referral.  

Waiting Children: 7 years and 

older, sibling groups, and children 

of all ages with special needs. 

 

25 and older, married or single. 

No more than a 50-year age 

difference between parents and 

child. 

 

Dossier to registration: 1-2 

months.  

Registration to approval of 

referral: 2-4 months for Waiting 

Children, 5+ years for younger 

children without special needs.  

 

2 trips: 7-8 days and 10-12 days 

4-6 months between trips 
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P R O G R A M  O V E R V I E W  

H I G H L I G H T S  
¶ Children have access to a wide range of programs to help their development; 
commonly, school resource teachers, speech and physical therapy, and local sports and 
drama clubs. 

¶ Children who are old enough are permitted to share their perspective about being 
adopted.  

¶ Once matched, families are able to maintain contact with their children. 



Carolina Adoption Services Fees 
Placement 
Only 

Full-Services* 

Pre-Application Fee $150 $150 

eAdopt Fee $150 $150 

Home Study (or Home Study Review) $450 $2,000 

Professional Services $8,000 $8,000 

Non-refundable monitoring & oversight fee per child $500 $500 

Aid & Development $1,000 $1,000 

Country Report Administration (four reports) $400 $400 

Country Report Deposit (refundable) $1,000 $1,000 

Country Reports  — $1,050 

Post-Adoption (three reports)  — $1,050 

Re-Finalization (recommended) — $250 

Agency Fees $11,650 $15,550 

BULGARIA PROGRAM FEES 
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Third Party Fees  

Education $150-$200 

Criminal Record & Child Abuse Registry Checks $10-$100/document 

Misc. Requirements (Passports, Physical Exams, Etc.) $300-$1,000 

USCIS Application $775 

USCIS Fingerprints (per person) $85 

Dossier Authentication $250 

Wire Fees $120 

ChildΩs Visa $325 

ChildΩs Medical Exam $12-$120 

Airfare (per person/per trip) $800-$1,600 

ChildΩs Airfare Home $100-$900 

In-Country Expenses (estimated) $3,500-$4,000 

International Fees  

International Service Fee $5,000-$9,220 

We invite you to connect with us 
before, during, and after your 
adoption journey. Follow Carolina 
Adoption Services on Facebook, 
sign up for e-mail updates, or 
register for our Waiting Child 
photo-listing to receive news, 
updates, and resources for every 
step of your parenting journey. 
ŎŀǊƻƭƛƴŀŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΦƻǊƎ 

A Federal Tax credit is available to 
qualified adoptive parents. The tax 
credit and other resources like 
grants and low-interest loans can 
help reduce the cost of expanding 
your family through adoption.  
Please visit carolinaadoption.org 
and click on Paying for Adoption 
for information.   

Lianna Mills 
/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 
lmills@carolinaadoption.org 
336.275.9660 ext. 144 


