CALL TO ACTION:

Families For Orphans Act

Dear Friends and Families,

Anshula has recently come into an orphanage. She is four years old and alone.
Where should she spend her childhood? In an orphanage? In temporary foster
care? Orin a permanent and loving family?

The answer should be obvious: a safe, permanent and loving family.
Unfortunately, the U.S. government and many aide organizations do not seem to
agree. In fact, the U.S. sometimes spends millions of dollars, ensuring just the
opposite. And while beloved organizations such as UNICEF keep millions of children alive, many believe
it is better for children to live in temporary foster care than in a permanent family. The children of our
world need your help to make a change. They need your help to live in a permanent family.

As a founding member of the Families For Orphans Coalition, Joint Council is proud to announce that the
first step in making this much-needed change is upon us. In a bi-partisan effort, landmark legislation was
introduced into Congress, which will ensure that U.S. government programs, policies and funding are
directed towards a singular goal: a permanent family for every child.

The Families For Orphans Act (Senate Bill 1458 and House Bill 3070), sponsored by Senators Mary
Landrieu (D-LA) and James Inhofe (R-OK) along with Representatives Diana Watson (D-CA) and John
Boozman (R-AR) demonstrates our collective commitment to the millions of children living outside of
permanent parental care and proactively address a global gap in the most basic of human rights - the
right to a permanent family.

While the introduction of the legislation is an important first step, there is much more to be done. Now we
must ensure that the Families For Orphans Act becomes the law of the United States. To do this, your
voice is needed. Speak for those to cannot speak for themselves by supporting the Families For
Orphans Act and joining our Call To Action.

What can you do?

Sign the Families For Orphans petition, make three simple phone calls, and get the word out! Here are
the details...

1. Sign our Petition!

® Sign the Joint Council Families for Orphans Petition
® The Petition will be delivered to the U.S. Congress

2. Call Congress!

® On July 28th, 29th, and 30th, call your three Members of Congress (two in the Senate and one in
the House of Representatives).
® You can find your Representative at http://www.house.gov/



http://www.gopetition.com/petitions/families-for-orphans.html
http://www.house.gov/

® You can find you Senators' at http://www.senate.gov/
® Ask to speak with the Legislative Director or Chief of Staff
® For maximum effect, we are asking you to make these calls within this 72-hour window!

3. Get the word out!
® Send this email to friends and family. Post to your Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, blog or website
What should you say or write to your Members of Congress?

® This is an issue that is critical to children in need, so speak from your heart. Tell them why
ensuring more children living in families is so important to you!
® Ask your Senators and Representatives to become a Co-Sponsor of the Families for Orphans Act.
® Please feel free to use the following text as a guideline when speaking with your Members of
Congress.
® "As a constituent of <insert the name of your Congressperson> we are requesting that you
support the Families For Orphans Act by becoming a Co-Sponsor of the legislation. For
information on becoming a Co-Sponsor, please contact Senator Mary Landrieu, Senator
James Inhofe, Representative Diane Watson or Representative John Boozman. Thank you
for representing your constituents by becoming a Co-Sponsor of the Families For Orphans
Act (Senate Bill 1458 and House Bill 3070)."

More Information
For detailed information on the Families For Orphans Act visit:

® The Joint Council website (www.jcics.org)
® The websites of any Families For Orphans Coalition Member (see below)
® The Families For Orphans Legislation

On behalf of Joint Council, the Families for Orphans Coalition and the children of our world, we thank you
for helping through your support of the Families For Orphans Act.

The Families For Orphans Coalition

® Buckner International

® EACH International

® Joint Council on International Children's Services
® |nstitute for Orphan Advocacy

® |nstitute for Human Services
[ ]
[ ]

Kidsave International
National Council for Adoption
® Worldwide Orphan Foundation

Joint Council on International Children's Services - 117 South Saint Asaph St Alexandria, VA 22304 - (703) 535-8045


http://www.senate.gov/
http://jcics.org
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:H.R.3070:
http://buckner.org/
http://www.equalityforadoptedchildren.org/
http://jcics.org
http://www.i4oa.org/
http://www.ihs-trainet.com/
http://www.kidsave.org/
http://www.adoptioncouncil.org/
http://www.wwo.org/
http://www.jcics.org

